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Mr. Percy Kabloona

Acting Chairperson

Nunavut Planning Commission
PO Box 2101
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Dear Mr. Kabloona:

Thank you for your letters of December 9, 2013 and April 14, 2014, recommending
Amendments No. 1 and No. 2 respectively, to the North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan.

Under Article 11 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement, the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development and the territorial government Minister responsible for
renewable resources may reject or accept a recommendation for a plan amendment.

In response to the Commission’s proposed Amendment No. 1 Mary River Mine Site
Transportation Corridor to the North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan, | am unable to
accept the amendment as it is currently drafted. As per the Nunavut Land Claim

Agreement, section 11.5.6 (b), should the Ministers choose to reject a recommended
plan amendment they shall:

refer it back to the Nunavut Planning Commission for reconsideration
accompanied by written reasons; the Nunavut Planning Commission may
make the reasons of the Ministers public.

The primary concern with the recommended Amendment No. 1 is that it does not provide
for a general multiple-use transportation corridor, but rather restricts the corridor to a
single user and a single use. This approach is at odds with key principles found in the
North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan and general land use planning approaches. To the
extent that opening a corridor to multiple uses and users has the potential for
environmental impacts, the comprehensive co-management regimes in Nunavut, and the
various regulatory schemes applicable to the different modes of transportation, are
capable of assessing and regulating the infrastructure and activities of users and
potential users of any given transportation corridor or infrastructure.
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While this is the substantive reason for rejection, there were other Issues in the text,
leading to challenges in the interpretation. More detailed comments on Amendment No. 1
will be forthcoming from departmentalt officials for the Commission's consideration and
preparation of a new recommendation for the Ministers. It is my expectation that the
Commission will publicly solicit feedback on potential recommendations from appropriate

parties, including government officials, prior to issuing its revised recommendation to
Ministers.

In response to the Nunavut Planning Commission’s proposed Amendment No. 2 Milne
Inlet Tote Road and Marine Transportation Corridor to the North Baffin Regional Land
Use Plan, and pursuant to the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement, Article 11, | am pleased
to inform you that | have approved the Commission’s recommendation and signed the
attached approval page. Under Article 11 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement, this
amendment would be effective only after both | and my territorial colleague, the
Government of Nunavut's Minister of Environment, have approved it.

| would like to thank the Commission for its continued work and dedication and look

forward to receiving a revised Amendment No. 1 to the North Baffin Regional Land Use
Plan when it is ready.

Sincerely,

Bernard Valcourt, PC, QC, MP

Encl.

c.c.. The Honourable Leona Aqlukkag, PC, MP
The Honourable Gail Shea, PC, MP
The Honourable Lisa Raitt, PC, MP
The Honourable Shelly Glover, PC, MP
The Honourable Greg Rickford, PC, MP
The Honourable Johnny Mike, MLA
Ms. Elizabeth Copland
Ms. Cathy Towtongie
Ms. Okalik Eegeesiak
Mr. Tom Paddon



PREAMBLE TO APPENDIX Q AMENDMENT No.2
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Amendment Number 2 to the North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan
Ministerial Approval

The Undersigned, are pleased to approve, on behalf of the Government of Canada and the

Government of Nunavut, Amendment Number 2 to the North Baffin Regional Land Use
Plan which is effective as of

flsertoaS

The Honourable Bernard Valcourt,

Minister Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
Aboriginal Affairs and Northem Development Canada
Executive Offices

10 Wellington Street

Gatineay, Quebec K1A 0H4

The Honourable Johnny Mike
Minister of Environment
Government of Nunavut

Box 2410,

Igaluit, Nunavut X0A OHO
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VIA FACSIMILE: 867-883-2594

Ms. Elizabeth Copland
Chairperson

Nunavut Impact Review Board
PO Box 1360

CAMBRIDGE BAY NU X0B 0C0

Dear Ms. Copland:

Thank you for your letter of March 17, 2014, in which you conveyed your assessment
and recommendations as contained in the Public Hearing Report for Baffinland tron
Mine Corporation’s Mary River Early Revenue Phase Proposal. The ministers of
Environment Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Natural Resources Canada,
Transport Canada and I, as the Ministers with regulatory jurisdiction for the Mary River
Project, have authority to accept, reject or vary the recommendations in this report
pursuant to sections 12.8.3 and 12.6.13 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement,

As described in the report, the Nunavut Impact Review Board has conducted a
reconsideration of Project Certificate No. 005 pursuant to section 12.8.2 of the Nunavut
Land Claim Agreement and has recommended the acceptance of the Project with
modification to 44 of the previously approved 182 Terms and Conditions and the
addition of 8 new Terms and Conditions.

The other Ministers and | are pleased with the work undertaken by the Review Board for
this reconsideration process as well as with your collaborative work with the Nunavut
Planning Commission as they considered possible amendments to the North Baffin
Regional Land Use Plan.

With respect to the latter point, | want to inform the Review Board that | have responded
separately today to the Nunavut Planning Commission indicating my acceptance of their
recommended North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan - Milne Inlet Tote Road and Marine
Transportation Comidor amendment. Assuming the Government of Nunavut also
accepts this amendment, these decisions should allow the Planning Commission to
confirm its positive conformity determination for the Mary River Early Revenue Phase.
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Having carefully considered the Review Board's Public Hearing Report and the Mary
River Project’s previously approved decision (as reflected in the Nunavut Impact Review
Board Project Certificate No. 005), and the other Ministers with regulatory jurisdiction for
this Project, | accept the Review Board's recommendation that the Mary River Early
Revenue Phase Proposal may proceed subject to terms and conditions. Integral to this
decision, my colleague Ministers and | have varied some of the Review Board’s
recommended terms and conditions and rejected one on the grounds that these were
more onerous than necessary or not onerous enough to mitigate potential impacts to an
acceptable level. The enclosed document details these variances and their associated
rationale. We trust that you will proceed as quickly as possible to complete these
revisions to the Project Certificate for this important project.

On behalf of my colleagues, | thank you for effectively and efficiently discharging your
duties under the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement.

Sincerely,

V”

Bernard Valcourt, PC, QC, MP
Encl.

c.c.. The Honourable Leona Aglukkag, PC, MP
The Honourable Gail Shea, PC, MP
The Honourable Lisa Raitt, PC, MP
The Honourable Shelly Glover, PC, MP
The Honourable Greg Rickford, PC, MP
The Honourable Johnny Mike, MLA
Mr. Percy Kabloona
Ms. Cathy Towtongie
Ms. Okalik Eegeesiak
Mr. Tom Paddon
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