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Nunavut Planning Commission
Commission d'Aménagement du Nunavut

June 10, 2015

Pauloosie Akeeagok, President
Qikigtani Inuit Association
Box 1340

Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO

James Eetoolook, Acting President
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated
Box 638

Igaluit, NU X0A 0HO

PAkeeagok@gia.ca
ieetoolook@tunngavik.com Delivered via Electronic Mail

Re: June 8, 2015 NTI / QIA Correspondence to Honorable Bernard Valcourt - BIMC
exemption request in response to the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) Negative
Conformity Determination (NCD) on the proposed Mary River Project Phase i

Thank you for your joint letter to the Minster dated June 8, 2015. The Nunavut Planning
Commission (the Commission) appreciates the support of NTI and QIA for the continued
implementation of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA).

I note your joint request to the Minister that he direct his officials to work with Commission to
enable any potential amendment to proceed in a timely manner and on a priority basis. If the
Commission receives an amendment request, we will work diligently with Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) to ensure it could proceed in a timely process.
The Commission does require AANDC’s support to enable this to happen. Further, the




Commission is not involved in the proponent’s request for a Ministerial exemption under the
NLCA. If the Minister should ask the Commission for input as the Nunavut Planning and
Project Assessment Act (NUPPAA) compels him to do once it is in force, the Commission will
provide the Minister with the requested information.

I think it is important to clarify the Commission’s current situation as it relates to any potential
amendments by proponents. The Commission is in a predicament because each year we must
prepare and submit a budget and work plan to AANDC for approval. AANDC officials have
informed us that we are not allowed to deviate from this work plan. If an application for an
amendment is submitted, in order for an amendment to take place in the same fiscal year we
would need to have AANDC’s full support.

It is also important to realize that the Commission is not allowed to run a deficit. In 2013 to
2014, the Commission undertook the second plan amendment to the NBRLUP, with a
commitment from staff at AANDC that it would reimburse the Commission’s cost for the public
review. The Commission has subsequently been informed that it will not be reimbursed for these
costs.

We at the Commission understand your concerns that you stressed in previous correspondence
“to allow the greatest possible public involvement in the decision making process consistent with
the mandate of the NPC.” We agree with this sentiment and acknowledge the need for this to
happen as outlined in the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement (N LCA) and the approved NBRLUP.

The Commission has committed to working with BIMC if they choose to apply for an
amendment. As you are aware, an amendment application may trigger a public process requiring
considerable community and public involvement and consultation.

I understand the Minister also agrees with the importance of holding a public consultation. In his
letter to QIA dated June 4, 2014, he stated: “I, likewise, feel it is important to hear the
community’s and your organization’s concerns.”

In case you are not already aware of this fact, all other Institutions of Public Government have
access to the Federal Government’s Public Hearing Funding, except for the Commission. In my
discussions with AANDC, it was explained to me that access is not available to the Commission
because the original intent when NPC was established did not envision NPC to hold public
hearings. 1 have personally brought this issue to the attention of Minister Valcourt. Allowing
access to Public Hearing Funding would ensure the Commission’s ability to fulfill its mandate
and process amendments and public consultations in a timely fashion in spirit and in conformity
with Tnuit and broader public expectations. We will continue to work with AANDC to resolve
this matter.
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As per my discussions with President Pauloosie, I committed to putting our audited summaries
on our website. I have verified that this is within our capacity to do so and the Commissioners
have also agreed. I am pleased to inform you that the Commission’s audited financial summaries
are now posted on the Commission’s website. The audited financial statements, interim and
annual reports are submitted to the Implementation Branch annually. I think it is important that
Nunavummiut are aware of what monies we receive and how it is spent on a yearly basis. The
Commission is committed to ensuring the public and planning partners have all information in an
open and transparent manner.

The Commission gives primary consideration to the well-being of the human community in all of
its decisions. Consideration is also given to current and potential uses and values, as well as
future needs and goals.

Once again, I thank you both and I am pleased to be working with you as planning partners. I
remain committed to open and direct communications to all planning partners and stakeholders.

o

Mr. Hunter Tootoo, Chairperson,
Nunavut Planning Commission

Respectfully,

(e

The Honourable Bernard Valcourt, Government of Canada
The Honourable Leona Aglukkaq, PC, MP

The Honourable Peter Taptuna, Premier Government of Nunavut
The Honourable Johnny Mike, Government of Nunavut

The Honourable Joe Enook, MLA, Pond Inlet

Mrs. Cathy Towtongie, President, Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.

Mr. Charlie Inuarak, Mayor, Pond Inlet

Mr. Ryan Barry, Executive Director, NIRB

Mr. Enookie Inuarak, Community Director, Pond Inlet

Mr. Tom Paddon, President Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation

Ms. Sharon Ehaloak, Executive Director, NPC
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